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“Managing broken supply
chain during COVID-19
cniisiis in | Kuwait”

Dr. Khaled Mahdi, The Secretary General of the Supreme Council
for Planning and Development and Dr. Tarek El-Sheikh,
Representative of the UN Secretary-General Resident Coordinator
to State of Kuwait Cordially invites you to the above mentioned
P webinar organized in collaboration with United Nations Economic
Economist, Acting Head COT\'II'I"IiSEiGﬁ for Western Asia -UNESCWA, Food and ﬁgﬂﬂumre
of RCO Kuwait Organization-FAO and United Nations Office for Projects Services-

UNOPS. With the participation of Kuwait Ministry of Commerce
and Industry-MoCl, Public Authority for Food and Nutrition-PAFN
and the Public Authority for Agriculture and Fisheries Affairs-PAAF.
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Managing broken supply chain during COVID19- crisis in Kuwait
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BACKGROUND

Given exponential dynamics of COVID-19, the supply chain is critical to getting goods and
services quickly, safely and securely. Business leaders must make rapid decisions and take
immediate actions to sustain business operations to serve their customers, clients and
communities, as well as protect and support their workers. The supply chain sustainability is
a particularly essential for Kuwait as its economy is highly vulnerable to the global and
regional value chain, with more than 80% of goods exported to and imported from outside
the region and in fact as a net importer when oil related exports are excluded.

Supply Chain Resilience Strategy

In this context, there is a pressing need for the government and businesses to build long-
term resilience in their value chains for managing future challenges with effective supply
chain strategy for planning, execution and monitoring. This requires holistic approaches to
manage the broken supply chain by building in enough flexibility to protect against future
disruptions. The Supply-Chain Response Plan in COVID-19 setting is a "must” in this
regard. The planning priorities should include: (1) developing a Resilience Plan and Supply
Chain Strategy; (2) sensitizing risks to supply chain; and (3) analyzing various “what-if”
scenarios.

Planning Logistics and Transport E,E\

In this context, there is a pressing need for the government and businesses ta build long-term
resilience in their value chains for managing future challenges with effective supply chain
strategy for planning, execution and monitoring. This requires holistic approaches to manage
the broken supply chain by building in enough flexibility to protect against future disruptions.
The Supply-cﬁain Response Plan in COVID-19 setting is a "must” in this regard. The
planning priorities should include: (1) developing a Resilience Plan and Supply Chain
Strategy: (2) sensitizing risks to supply chain: and (3) analyzing various "what-if" scenarios.

Corporate Financial Resilience

Corporate-level financial resiliency consideration should also be placed at the centre of the
Plan. The pandemic is seriously compromising agri-enterprises ability to continue business-
as-usual and, in some cases, is threatening the survivar of some firms beyond the crisis,
especially small businesses comprised of farm enterprises, traders, food manufacturers,
distributors and retailers across food chains. The government authorities should understand
tne critical role that these companies can play in maintaining functioning food systems during
the crisis.

Business Model @

In a more holistic approach on supply chain response planning, rethinking Business models
will play a vital role in the Plan. These models will strengthen capabilities in not only
anticipating risk, achieving greater visibility and coordination across the supply chain, and
but also in managing various supply chain c‘izlal lenges (via early warning models). Models for
managing supply chain (farm enterprises, traders, food manufacturers, distributors and
retailers) are key in functioning national food systems during the crisis, focusing on
recommendations that target a mix of ministries, public institutions, food industry
associations, local business service providers and chambers of commerce.

Effectively share expertise and potential solutions
between the Government, the United Nations and
relevant stakeholders concerning broken supply chains;

EXPECTED Facilitate continuation of a series of Webinar on the
OUTCOMES supply chain challenge to produce a joint policy report

Explore a joint technical cooperation possibility on
Supply Chain Response Plan to COVID-19 in Kuwait.
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AGENDA

Introductory notes: Moderator Economist, Acting Head of RCO Dr. Seung Jin Baek
» Dr. Tarek Elsheikh, UNSG Representative and UN Resident Coordinator
Dr. Khaled Mahdi, Secretary-General of the GSSCPD

Dr. Salah Al-Oqaili, Assistant Under-Secretary for Companies Affairs and licensing,
Ministry of Commerce and Industry
Ms. Dalal Rajab - Deputy Director Plantation Affairs, PAAF

Ms, Sylvia Aguilar, Senior Consultant Procurement Advisory Services, UNOPS
Discussion

» Dr. Yarob Badr, Regional Advisor on Transport and Logistics, ESCWA
Discussion

The Challenge of Food Security in Kuwait,
Dr. Entesar A. Al-Shami, Director of Food Security Department, Public Authority fo
Food Security and Nutrition

Rethinking Business Models to Sustain Agri-Food Enterprises
Ms. Siobhan Kelly, Programme Advisor, FAO

Managing broken fish and livestock supply chains during COVID-19
Dr. Lionel Dabbadie, Senior Aguaculture and Fishery Officer, FAO
Dr. Markos Tibbo, Senior Livestock Development Officer, FAO

Moderated discussion with key Kuwaiti stakeholders authority and participants

» Dr. Khaled Mahdi, Secretary-General of the GSSCPD
» Dr. Tarek Elsheikh, UNSG Representative and UN Resident Coordinator

For more info:
2 @ UN
amro.shubair@un.org @
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£7%) @uninkuwait
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Supply chain during COVID-19 crisis in Kuwait webinar series #3:
Controlled environment agriculture, food cold
chain logistics and digital technologies.

Speakers:

Dr.Tarek El Sheikh :-I H.E. Yousef Juhail Mr. Dino Francescutti ( k- Dr. Saleh Al-ogaili
Rapresentative of the UN Secratary-Genaral A ‘Coordinator of FACs Sub-reglonal Office Asst. Undersacretary Ministry of
& Resident Coordinator to State of Kuwait VI for the Gulf Cooperation Council and Yemen i Commerce and Industry
o Mr. Thaer Yaseen Q Mr. Josef Schmidhuber i Bassam Alfeeli Mr. Mischa Tripoli
Regional Plant Protection Officer FAO-RNE Deputy Director in the Trade and Markets Director of Innovation and Enterprise Economist, Trade and Markets
{Near East and North Africa Reglon] Divislon of the UN's Food and Agricultural Directorate at the Kuwalt Foundation for Division of FAD.
Organization (FAO) the Advancement of Sclences (KFAS)
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State of Kuwait

Introduction:

Covid-19 has caused disruptions to the food supply chains around the world and raised concerns about food security.
In Kuwait, supply chains of goods and services have been negatively affected. To avoid food shortages, the Government
of Kuwait has made every effort to keep the food supply chains alive. This has allowed to manage the unprecedented
challenges.

The Covid-19 revealed the fragility of food systems, and the importance for Kuwait to be even more attentive to food and
nutrition security. Issues of domestic production, food loss and waste, overweight and obesity and diet-related non-com-
municable diseases (NCDs) is receiving a much greater attention. Kuwait, likewise other GCC countries, with the
dominating dry climate, land and freshwater scarcity, face limitations in expanding agricultural capacity. Challenges are
many; innovative agricultural technologies and solutions are required to enlarge production, distribution and marketing.
There is an increasing interest to produce more food locally to avoid exposure to food supply shortages and become
less dependent of international import markets. Improved technologies in sustainable agriculture and food systems are
expedient for Kuwait. The lower water requirements of Controlled Environment Agriculture (CEA) make it possible to
increase domestic production of high value and nutrient-rich crops like fruit and vegetable. There is a comparative advan-
tage in adopting CEA in the context of energy abundance, water shortage and high degree of urbanization. The interest
of producing more domestic fruit and vegetable availability is also driven by nutritional challenges, with a high preva-
lence of overweight and obesity, a high prevalence of related NCDs, notably type-2 diabetes and coronary heart
disease.

While production of staple crops is not economically feasible, the poultry, egg and vegetable production is increasing as
the country is promoting import substitution. However, access to markets by local producers remains the most crucial
challenge, as demand for local products is slim. E-commerce platforms, connecting farmers and producers to markets,
as well as the digitalisation in supply chains are among the emerging areas that Kuwait should benefit from. Improving
traceability in food processing and distribution, usage of blockchain technologies, tokenisation, allowing consumers to
trace local produce, and can contribute to adoption of innovations in food systems.

Another challenge is to develop shorter food supply chains and extend the shelf life of high-value products to cope with
contingent Covid-19 pandemic and promoting sustainable food logistics chain from production to markets. To this end,
the Passive refrigeration system (PRS), offers practical applications across the food supply chain for energy saving and
weight losses of products in storage, extending the shelf life of produces and improving the quality of preservation.

Objective:

Discuss the potential of technology examples to effectively tackle challenges in food supply chains. The webinar also
aims to contribute to the collaboration between the Government of Kuwait, UN and FAO in support for developing a
national strategy for food security and nutrition.

Expected Outcomes:

Exchange of knowledge between the Government, UN and FAO on
experiences and best practices related to the topics discussed.

O Contribute to the production of a joint policy report on
“‘Managing broken supply chain in the context of COVID-19 in Kuwait.”

Contribute to policy dialogue in the area of sustainable agriculture,
food security and nutrition.

O @uninkuwait www.unkuwait.org uninkuwait
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Dr. Khaled Mahdi, The Secretary General of the Supreme Council for
Planning and Development and Dr. Tarek EI-Sheikh, Representative
of the UN Secretary-General Resident Coordinator to State of Kuwait
organized a virtual UN75Talk on Managing Supply Chain during the
COVID-19 Crisis in collaboration with United Nations Economic Com-
mission for Western Asia -UNESCWA, Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion-FAO and United Nations Office for Projects Services-UNOPS. With
the participation of Kuwait Ministry of Commmerce and Industry-MoCl,
Public Authority for Food and Nutrition-PAFN and the Public Authority
for Agriculture and Fisheries Affairs-PAAF.

Given exponential dynamics of COVID-19, the supply chain is critical to
getting goods and services quickly, safely and securely to those at risk
of infection. The supply chain sustainability is a particularly essential for
Kuwait as its economy is highly vulnerable to the global and regional
value chain, with more than 80% of goods exported to and imported
from outside the region and in fact as a net importer when oil related
exports are excluded. In this context, supply chain resilience planning
requires holistic approaches to manage the broken supply chain by
building in enough flexibility to protect against future disruptions. UN-
OPS provided a strategic framework on the concepts of supply chain
resilience and resilience planning, as well as the important role of public
policies, particularly on the trade challenges due to COVID-19.
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Kuwait RC Webinar on

“Managing broken supply chain during COVID-19 crisis in Kuwait”
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Taking this initiative on supply chain
resilience planning into account in a
timely and effective manner, the Ku-
waiti government and businesses
should best utilize regional transport
and logistics networks, including Ob-
servatory on Border Crossings Status
due to COVID-19 in which ESCWA
addressed the joint efforts of the UN
Regional Commissions, in coopera-
tion with other International Organi-
zations, to provide solutions, includ-
ing standards, guidelines, metrics
and methodologies. This would im-
mediately help the government and
business to keep transport networks
and borders operational to facilitate
the flow of goods and services, while
seeking for greater opportunities to
configure and tailor alternative sup-
ply chain networks.

The session moved on to narrowly fo-
cus on the challenges of food supply
chain disruptions where FAO experts

UN75TALK WEBINAR

highlighted the important role that
small businesses (farm enterprises,
traders, food manufacturers, distrib-
utors and retailers) play in function-
ing national food systems during the
crisis, focusing on recommendations
that target a mix of ministries, pub-
lic institutions, food industry associa-
tions, local business service providers
and chambers of commerce. Further-
more, FAO introduced mechanism
for food market monitoring that en-
ables to sensitizing global and nation-
al risks to supply chain throughout a
series of managing demand, track-
ing, inbound/outbound logistics and
transport. This approach should be
technology-led, leveraging platforms
that support applied analytics to ad-
dress various challenges that arise
from growing product complexity in
Kuwait.



FACTS
AND FIGURES

The webinar was attended by 111 people (Registered 111, opened invitation 1847,
clicked registration link 200), with attendance from UN agencies, governmen-
tal partners, the diplomatic communiy, and NGOs.

In light on the going collaboration between the Goverment of Kuwait and the
UN, the Cooperation Framework is the umbrella document for joint initiatives,
programmes and projects by UN and Government agencies towards the at-
tainment of the Sustainable Development Goals.

Kuwait has a good success story to share on how iit avoided food supply chain
problems. The Ministry of Commerce has developed a strategy for making
food available for all by focusing on markets and mobilising efforts with the
private sector. The work of Kuwait Flour Mills and Bakeries Company is com-
mendable and well acknowledged in Kuwait for its contributions to ensuring
food security. During the onset of the crisis, volunteers and civil society made
significant involvement as well in maintaining the availability of required sup-
plies, as they were affected by lockdown measures. The retail shops as the end
of the supply chain were vital and kept open.



KUWAIT
GOVERNMENT
HIGHLIGHTS
CHALLENGES

The following challenges across nutrition and sustainable food and agri-
culture domains:

The high prevalence of overweight and obesity, in children and adults has be-
come a public health concern, alerting to an elevated risk of non-communica-
ble diseases (NCDs), including heart disease and diabetes.

Population is not knowledgeable in terms of responsible food purchasing, food
consumption, nutrition. There is a need for behaviour change for healthy diets.
The Public Authority for Food and Nutrition (PAFN) prioritises assistance in
developing food-based dietary guidelines and undertakes educational cam-
paigns on nutrition and healthy diets.

The poultry, egg and vegetable production is increasing as the country is pro-
moting import substitution. The Public Authority of Agriculture Affairs and
Fish Resources (PAAF) focuses on improving local food production through
boosting animal (including fish) and crop production, supporting farmers, as
well as the start-up farming communities in the areas of horticulture, fruits
and vegetables. However, access to markets by local producers remains the
most crucial challenge, as demand for local products is slim.

Though civil society and charities promote marketing of local products in the
food supply chain, the national policies need to support producers to market
their produce, including through direct access to supermarkets.

Lack of freshwater, land and the harsh weather conditions make significant
constraints for sustainable agriculture. Challenges are many; innovative ag-
ricultural technologies and solutions are required to enlarge production and
help marketing. Domestic food production is not in a position to cover local
food demand, and Kuwait is import-dependent. For some products such as
rice, sugar, and milk, the import dependency ratio reaches 100%. There is a
need to considering incentives and needs of small-scale producers and creat-
ing a competitive environment.
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Supply chain during COVID-19 crisis in Kuwait webinar series #3:
Controlled environment agriculture, food cold
chain logistics and digital technologies.

Speakers:

.
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11.00 - 13.00 Kuwait time
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Webinar - 16 July 2020
11.00 - 13.00 Kuwait time
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Objective:

Discuss the potential of technology examples to effectively tackle challenges in food supply chains. The webinar also
aims to contribute to the collaboration between the Government of Kuwait, UN and FAO in support for developing a
national strategy for food security and nutrition.

Expected Outcomes:

Exchange of knowledge between the Government, UN and FAO on
experiences and best practices related to the topics discussed.

O Contribute to the production of a joint policy report on

“Managing broken supply chain in the context of COVID-19 in Kuwait.”
Contribute to policy dialogue in the area of sustainable agriculture,
food security and nutrition.
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Introduction:

Covid-19 has caused dlsruphoﬂs to the food suwly chains around the world and raised concerns about food security.
In Kuwait, supply been negatively affected. To avoid food shortages, the Government
of Kuwait has made every ewort to keep the. lood supply chains alive. This has allowed to manage the unprecedented
challenges.

The Covid-19revealed th fragiyof ood ystes, i Kuwaitto be even food and
, food loss and waste, overweight and obesity and diet-related non-com-
inicabte daosses (NCDs) is receiving a much greater attention. Kuwait,likewise other GCC countries, with the domi-
nating dry climate, land and freshwater scarcity, face limitations in expanding agricultural capacity. Challenges are
many; innovative agricultural technologies and solutions are required to enlarge production, distribution and marketing.
There is an increasing interest to produce more food locally to avoid exposure to food supply shortages and become
less dependent of international import markets. Improved technologies in sutainable agriculture and food systems are
expedient for Kuwait. The lower water requirements of Controlled Environment Agriculture (CEA) make it possible to

and vegetable. There is a comparative advan-
tage in adopting CEA in the context of enef ter shortage and high degree of urbanization. The interest
of prodacing mere domeic it and vegaiabi avalatily s aso cven by U ionsl enallenges, wih & high prova:
lence of overweight and obesity, a high prevalence of related NCDs, notably type-2 diabetes and coronary heart dis-
ease.

While production of taple crops is not economically feasible, the poultry, egg and vegetable production is increasing as
the country is promoting import substitution. However, access to markets by local producers remains the most crucial
challenge, as demand for local products is slim. E-commerce platforms, connecting farmers and producers to markets,
as well as the digitalisation in supply chains are among the emerging areas that Kuwait should benefi from. Improving
traceability in food processing and distribution, usage of blockchain technologies, tokenisation, allowing consumers to
trace local produce, and can contribute to adoption of innovations in food systems.

Another challenge is to develop shorter food supply chains and extend the shelf lfe of high-value products to cope with
contingent Covid-19 pandemic and womonng sustainable food logistics chain from production to markets. To this end,
the system (PRS), offe the food supply chain for energy saving and
weight losses of products in storage, extending the shelf lfe of produces and improving the quality of preservation.
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Managing broken supply chain during COVID19- crisis in Kuwait

While organising webinars, it is beneficial to consolidate the knowledge that
Kuwait possesses, and consider webinars in the context of the entire food sys-
tem of Kuwait and work together in generating an associated policy brief. Also,
as a follow up of such a policy brief, explore opportunities for strengthening
FAO and UN collaboration with Kuwait on the key topics that may arise from
these webinars.

Given the production constrains Kuwait may not be self-sufficient for staples
and is not advisable. New, innovative ideas and a comprehensive assessment
of the entire agricultural and food system are expedient for Kuwait. A diagnos-
tic study may look closely into the potentials, challenges, production, trade,
consumption, prices, food security and nutrition policy aspects. The study
could assess the potential of Kuwait to addressing its food self-sufficiency us-
ing the Controlled Environment Agriculture (CEA) to increase domestic fruit
and vegetable production and promoting pipeline stocks (maintaining vast
food processing resources). The latter can serve food security stocks in time of
crises.

E-commerce platforms, connecting farmers and producers to markets, as well
as the digitalisation in supply chains are among the emerging areas that Ku-
wait may benefit from developing. Studies on improving traceability in food
processing and distribution, usage of blockchain technologies, tokenisation,
allowing consumers to trace local produce, can inform setting the system and
diagnosing constraints and adoption of innovations.
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Managing broken supply chain during COVID19- crisis in Kuwait

As part of the overall country assess-
ment, conduct a trade and policy
analysis. Nutrition and diet-related
NCD analysis would be necessary.
It should be undertaken not only by
producing food-based dietary guide-
lines but also through stocktaking
of nutritional profile for the country
and assessment of problems arising
from unhealthy dietary consumption.
Based on the findings draw lessons
on how agriculture and food system
could have the most impact.

Kuwait may be interested in early
warning tools, including Food Price
Monitoring Analysis (FPMA). Food
price indicators are key, informing
producers for production decisions,
so as for policymakers. After the 2008
crises, responding to the increased
demand for early warning and mon-
itoring systems, FAO developed tools
as FPMA. It is a user-friendly online
application that can be available for
countries, with their data; it can incor
porate retail and export prices. FAO
can provide capacity development in
the usage of the tool.

The new technology, called passive
refrigeration system (PRS), may offer
practical applications across the food
supply chain for energy saving at 81%,
50% from losses, extending the shelf
life of produces for up to three times,
and improving the quality of preser-
vation.

The United Nations Resident Coordi-
nator in Kuwait, in its final remarks,
noted that innovation as a key ele-
ment of Kuwait Vision 2035, would
counter the challenges Kuwait fac-
es in the sector.This needs to be put
together into one concrete strategy,
with sub-pilots in collaboration with
FAO and other UN Agencies with
the GoK. It will require different set
of consultation in the shape of webi-
nars, which need to be substantiated

UN75TALK WEBINAR

by documents, verification and sub-
stantive analysis, in the shape of pol-
icy documents. This will be shaped
into a programme proposal for a Na-
tional Strategy for Food security and
Nutrition.



OUTGOME, FOLLOW-UP
AND WAY FORWARD

The GCC Unified Water Strategy, and Kuwait vision 2035 as promoting innova-
tions, have implications and there is increasing priority to designing a national
strategy, including in the area of food security and nutrition. Webinars should
be taken as part of consultations and data harvesting to complement the pol-
icy processes.

Should there be a confirmed interest, FAO, in collaboration with other rele-
vant UN Agencies may recommend and start working on a potential UN/Gov-
ernment Cooperative Project to design a national food and nutrition security
strategy, in parallel with the ongoing initiatives of strengthening the Gulf Co-
operation Council Early Warning Centre for Transboundary Animal Diseases
and DNA Centre for agriculture and fisheries, and associated action plan, with
the incorporation of different pilot projects.

FAO proposed two seminars (The three areas proposed for webinars fits well
with the discussion and Government priorities (Technological innovations,
nutrition and Trade & Markets)

Policy note could be drafted based on these seminars and consultations, as
supported by evidence-base from data and substantive analysis on Kuwait

-Controlled environment Agriculture — Mainly focus on fruits and vegetables
-Digitalization and e-commerce

-Dry cold chains using alternative energy-saving technologies

-Adjusting business models through the food value chain (subject of previous
webinar)

-Aquaculture (subject of previous webinar)

-Livestock (subject of previous webinar)



MEDIA
INSIGHTS

RCO UN75Talk on ‘Managing Broken Supply Chain During #COVIDI9 Crisis in
#Kuwait” coverage. The Session was in partnership with GSSCPD, Ministry of
Commerce and Industry, Public Authority for Agriculture and Fisheries and
the Public Authority for Food Security and Nutrition. In collaboration with UN-
ESCWA, FAO and UNOPS.

https://twitter.com/kuna_ar/status/1262829832754335745
https:/twitter.com/Q8Hashtagat/status/1263020902226296832

https://www.timeskuwait.com/news/managing-broken-sup-
ply-chain-during-covidl9-crisis-webinar/

Simultaneous interpretation in Arabic of webinars would benefit the wider
and active participation of stakeholders in Kuwait.

dxdls tauid] )by Sy Sl b Bamiall aslll Jios

Ja> agiliall glull 3 )gi oo s JSuin oyl #Covid19
allall

@UNinKuwait

@UNDPKuwait

@Taelsheikh

@FAQOINUAE @FAQarabic

@Pafn_kw @paaf_kwt @mocig8 @UNOPS @UNESCWA
@MOFAKuwait @UNICBeirut @UN_SDG @JoinUN75
wp.me/p9luzm-qS0

" r nmm 0 =
& i

-

Managing broken supply chain during
Covid19 crisis Webinar

%o

f"“}

\'I"




q
\
Managing broken supply chain during COVID19- crisis in Kuwait S

PRESS RELEASE

: %=
P7A] UN S5 (5
1 £
(ALK

% RESPONSE
GOALS iy estomt

¥ RO
ML WRLASIT

Draft Press Release

On 5upply Chain Webinar Series “Controlled environment agriculture, food cold chain legistics and
digital technologies”

Kuwait, 16 July 2020, the United Mations Resident Coordinatar Office in the 5tate of Kuwait in
collaboration with FAQ sub-Regional Office for GCC and Yemen and in partnership with Kuwait
Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences (KFAS), Public Autherity Of Agriculture Affzirs And Fish
Resources (PAAF) organized the 3 Supply Chain Webinar session on “Controlled environment
sgriculture, food cold chain logistics and digital technologies”.

Cowid-18 has cauwsed global disruptions to the food supply chains highlighting the universal concern
sbout food security. Amang many negatively affected, the Government of Kuwait preserved to curb the
enzured food shortages and keep the supply chains as alive a5 possible given the unanticipated
circumstances.

Or Tarek Elsheikh, the Representative of the United Mations Secretary-General and Resident Coordinator
ta the State of Kuwait, emphasized on the importance of this contimuouws discussion im order to stress on
the potential of technology examples to effectively tackle challenges in food supply chains. The webinar
zlso aims to contribute to the collaboration between the Government of Kuwait, the United Mations
with FAD as the mandated agency on the lead in support for developing a national strategy for food
security and nutrition.

Or Tarek Elsheikh added that “COVID-19 revealed the fragility of food systems, and the importance for
Kuwait to be even maore attentive to food and nutrition security. lssues of domestic production, food
lozs and waste, overweight and obesity and diet-related non-communicable diseases (NCDs) is receiving
2 much greater attention. Kuwait, likewize, other GCC countries, with the dominating dry climate, land
and freshwater scarcity, face limitations in expanding agricultural capacity. Challenges are many;
inmowative agricultural technologies and selutions are required to enlarge production, distribution and
marksting.

HE the Permanent Representative of the State of Kuwait to FAD Dr. Youssef Juhzil expressed his great
interest in this important national priority and is working closely with the United Mations and the
gowvernment authorities st the national level to ensure establishing an FAQ office in Kuwait to enable
direct technical expertise and provision of international recent technologies and resowurces to support
mandated government institutions’ strategies and nationzl initiatives in advancing the agriculture and

For Media Inguiries:

Agrmze Aitszi Associate Development Coordination Officer, Programems Communication and Advocacy,
Office of the United Mations Fesident Coordinator, State of Kuwait

Maobile: +265 97I-34721 Email: azmae_aitssif@un org
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aguaculture process, as an impartant natural wealth of the 5tate of Kuwait, especially in these times of |
crisis and to tackle the obstacles and negative impact of COVID19 pandemic.

Or Dino Francescutti, Sub-Regional Coardinator for GCC and Yemen and FAD Representative in the UAE,
highlighted that mnaturzl resources sustainakility, including water use optimization, among other
constraints, challenge Kuwait to look for various strategic options for sustainable food production to
both protect the environment and increase food security and enhance nutrition. In these efforts,
utilization of innovation technologies is critical; especially the uze of those that target increased water
productivity such as new generations of greenhouszes, zgri-aquaculture systems, other. Now, the
technologiczl progress and innovation, through controlled environmental agriculture, sllow producing
high-quality and nutrient-rich products sustainably almost everywhere, including in the desert and arid
Ereas.

Or. Baszam Alfesli, Director of Innovation & Enterprise at KFAS mentionad that continuing on its role as
am enzbler and promaoter of technological solutions, KFAS issued in last April a special call for practical
solutions that could address the implications of the Coranavirus (COVID-19) pandemic on national food
security and supply chain disruption. The goal is to encourage and accelerate the adoption of new
technology solutions and/or adaptation of more mature technologies proven elsewhere to Kuwait
conditions through funding of polit projects. Then used these pilot projects to demonstrate and

showcase the capabilities and limitations of such applied solutions to the concerned entities.

Dr Francescutti explained that developing shorter food supply chains through improved foed cold chain
logistics so as digital platforms, connecting farmers and producers to markets, are becoming important
tools. They provide 3 unigue oppartunity to extending the shelf life of produces from production to
markets and bring greater efficisncy, transparency and traceability to the exchange of value and
information in the agri-food sector.

The Webinar was well attended by various partners from zll sectors, government, NG0s, Private Sector,
Reszearch Institutions and interested individuals from the general puklic who shared examples and cass
studies achieving the sole zim of the webinar in exchanging knowlaedge betwesn the Government, UN
and FAD on experiences and best practices related to the tapics discussed. Thiz will contribute to the
praduction of a joint policy report on “Manzging broken supply chain in the context of COVID-1% in
Kuwait,” and a continugus policy dialogue in the ares of sustainable agriculture, food security and
nutrition. This webinar comes in a timely coincidence with FAD, IFAD, UNICEF, WFP and WHO 2020; The
State of Food Security and Mutrition in the World 2020 report, Transforming food systems for
affordable healthy diets. Rome, FAQ* . This flagship publication is part of THE STATE OF THE WORLD
series of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.

Emd,

* hittps:/fdoiore, 10.4060/cas682En

Far Madia Inguiries:
Azmae Aitssi Associate Development Coordination Officer, Programme Communication and Advocacy,
Office of the United MNations Fesident Coordinator, State of Kuwait
Mobile: +2465 971-54721

Email: 2zmae gitssif@un org
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